 “COMMITTING TO THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION: WORDS INTO PRACTICE”
Location: Jolly Hotel du Grand Sablon
Date: March 15, 2007

Time: 8:15 – 9:30
BY INVITATION ONLY
Summary
This breakfast session brought leading business representatives together to discuss how they can promote action against corruption as entrepreneurs and corporations.  It encouraged participants to share the lessons of their initiatives and to generate ideas and commitments for future actions, to be announced on the conference web site, www.improvinggovernance.be.
Moderator
Dr. Djordjija Petkoski, Head, Business, Competitiveness and Development Program, World Bank Institute

Context
This breakfast session followed an informal format and encouraged immediate outcomes from the Improving Governance and Fighting Corruption: New Frontiers in Public-Private Partnerships Conference.  The session enabled participants to share examples of their own efforts addressing governance and corruption issues, and to brainstorm on how to scale up their inputs and impact.

In particular, participants were invited to make commitments for specific actions that they will take towards improved governance over the following twelve months - either as individuals or on behalf of their companies and industries.  This reflects the emphasis of the conference on moving beyond platitudes toward concrete actions that promote good governance and limit opportunities for corruption. 

The commitment concept follows the model of other global development efforts, such as the Clinton Global Initiative, where a global leadership community makes specific action commitments designed to help address the world’s most pressing challenges.  In this case, the commitments focused on governance solutions. Those who take action will be an inspiration to others and a catalyst for positive change.
The commitments involved financial commitments to specific objectives or in-kind contributions.  They were collected to be announced on the conference web site. Additional commitments will continue to be collected and announced on the web site in the month following the conference. 
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